Example Planning Tool

Planning productive talk requires a clear purpose, structure
and outcome for the discussion. How important are
discussions? Many NGSS Practices require social interaction
and discourse as everyday classroom activities.
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What responses can I anticipate?

There are millions of drops in a bucket and each one weighs a fraction of a gram. If you
have enough drops, 1/30 of a gram millions of times over will add up to a bucket of water
that feels heavy and can be weighed.

How will I bring the discussion to a close?

Repeat the Discussion Focus Question and summarize what I heard students say. If
there's disagreement, ask a student to restate various explanations and reasoning. Ask
the class to agree or disagree and back up position with evidence or reasoning.

Recap the idea that tiny things may not register weight in our hands or on our scales but if
we have enough of them, the combined weights will add up to something we can feel or
measure on our scales.



