
What should students know about data?

Data are a double-edged sword.

• Data can be used for powerful purposes. Visual displays of 
data can have emotional impact.
• Data can purposely or “inadvertently” be used to oppress, 

especially in the context of machine learning 

• “Appropriate skepticism” is a useful attitude towards data.
• “Always ask about measurement details: “when?”, “who?”, 

“how?”, “where?” and possibly “why?”



W. E. B. Du Bois’s “Data Portraits” (1900)



Visual Impact: The Mueller Report



Data 4 Black Lives



Algorithmic Justice League

•Mission:

• Highlight Algorithmic Bias

• Provide Space for people to voice concern about coded bias

• Develop Practices for Accountability During Development of 
Coded Systems



Joy Buolimwini



Data Clubs: promoting appropriate skepticism

Which of these social media do you use MOST often? 



Data Clubs: probing more deeply


